
 

 

Spread the 
word... 

Many of you have 
asked if you can 
share the Dickson 
Development 
newsletter with 
friends, family and 
colleagues. The 
answer is an 
unequivocal yes, 
please do! Simply 
email us the names 
and email 
addresses of 
everyone you know 
who would benefit 
from our newsletter 
and we will send 
them a personal 
invitation to join the 
mailing list and we'll 
buy you a cup of 
coffee for each new 
recipient! You may 
also forward this 
newsletter to 
anyone you think 
may find it useful. 
Upon receipt, they 
simply select the 
"Click here to 
subscribe to this 
newsletter" button to 
sign up immediately. 

--Richard Dickson 

Prefinishes: The 'No-Name' Construction Phase  

After the structural framing stage and the installation of the preliminary -- 
or "rough" -- plumbing, electrical, and heating and cooling components 
are complete, there is a no-name phase of construction we'll call the 
"prefinishes." 

The reason this stage of the process has no common name is because 
several different activities -- by several different trades -- occur during this 
time. All of them combine to prepare the house for the finish products to 
come, from flooring to trim to lighting, and are vital in the overall 
performance of the house. Indeed, the sum of these prefinishes is called 
the "thermal envelope." These critical steps include: 

Housewrap. Also called an air or vapor barrier, this tough, woven sheet-
like material is installed on the exterior walls around the entire house. 
Sections are fastened and taped together to keep water and air outside 
the structural frame. Housewrap protects the "thermal envelope," 
improving the home's energy efficiency and indoor comfort. The wrap 
covers the rough openings of the windows and doors. Once it is installed, 
we carefully cut out those openings and fold the material around the 
rough openings to ensure complete protection from the elements. 

Windows and doors. Once the housewrap has been cut to expose the 
rough frame openings, we carefully install each window and door. 
Attention to detail is critical at this stage to make sure that the windows 
and doors not only operate smoothly and properly, but also deliver 
maximum thermal benefits. Good quality windows and glass patio doors 
are now designed for improved control of thermal transfer, solar heat 
gain, and harmful ultraviolet rays. 

A home's main entry door is often a signature feature of the house. 
Depending on the home's design, the entry door might include windows 
on one or both sides (sidelights) or over the top of the door (transom), or 
perhaps even a glass insert in the door itself. These design elements add 
character to a home's design and heighten curb appeal. 

At this stage, we install the garage door(s). Like windows and passage 
doors, garage doors have come a long way in their design options and 
insulating value. 

Insulation. Insulation is typically installed in the exposed framing cavities 
of the exterior walls. Good quality insulation retards the transfer of warm 
and cold air through the home's structure. Insulation makes the home 
more energy efficient and comfortable inside. 



  

Building Success 
101 

Q: What's the 
difference between 
"batt" and "blown" 
insulation? 

A: Batt insulation is 
formed into long 
sections, sometimes 
with a kraft-paper 
facing on one side, 
and rolled up for 
shipping and easier 
installation. The 
batts are made to fit 
snugly between wall 
and floor framing 
members. Blown 
insulation is 
essentially the same 
product, just not 
molded. The loose 
material is forced by 
air pressure through 
a tube into the floor 
cavities of an attic 
space to insulate it. 
Blown insulation is 
typically used only 
in horizontal 
applications (like 
attic floors), but is 
thought to provide 
more coverage and 
better insulating 
value because it is 
able to get into 
every nook of the 
structural frame. 
Batts are more 
easily installed in 
vertical applications 
(such as walls) or 
fastened to the 
underside of the 
floor framing to 
insulate the house 
from the ground 
temperature. 

  

Different insulation products are sometimes used for different sections of 
the house. In the walls, for instance, formed batts of fiberglass insulation 
are designed to fit snugly between the studs. In the attic, a loose-fill (or 
"blown") insulation is often more appropriate to pack the spaces between 
the roof framing. An expanding, spray-applied foam might be most 
appropriate in the slight gaps between the window and door frames and 
their rough openings to seal the house more completely against air 
infiltration and thermal transfer. 

Drywall. The last of the "prefinishes" is drywall, or gypsum wallboard 
panels. These familiar panels are cut to fit and fastened to the framed 
walls and ceiling, creating a smooth surface and substrate for paint, 
paneling, wallpaper, and other finishes. (The floors have a wood 
substrate called "subflooring," which is installed during the framing stage 
of construction.) 

Because whole and cut sections of drywall panels are pieced together, 
the seams between the sections must be filled and smoothed before the 
wall or ceiling finishes are applied. Taping the drywall joints is a process 
that requires several days, as multiple layers of "mud" are applied and 
sanded to deliver a smooth and uninterrupted substrate with no visible 
joints between the panels. 

The completion of the "prefinish" stage creates the home's thermal 
envelope, fully protecting it and its occupants from the elements and from 
thermal transfer through the exterior walls and openings. 
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